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Illustrated Classics From India 


Rana Kumbha 


Maharana Kumbha was a scion of the Sisodiya branch of the House of Hammir. 


Kumbha ascended the throne of Mewar in 1433 after his father, Rana Mokal, was killed in a treacherous conspiracy. 
He ruled for thirty-five years, a period replete with campaigns. He never lost a battle even when confronted with 
the toughest adversaries. He built a numbers of formidable fortresses all over Rajasthan which proved to be of 
great strategic importance to later rulers of Mewar. The Tower of Victory he built in Chittor is one of the landmarks 
of Rajasthan. 


Maharana Kumbha was not only a great sovereign and military commander but also a great scholar and musicologist. 
He wrote commentaries on the Gita-Govinda by Jayadeva and composed works like the ‘Chandi Shataka’ and 
“Sangeet Ratnakar’. 


Among the galaxy of Rajput sovereigns, Maharana Kumbha occupies a pre-eminent position. His natural abilities and 
achievements place him in the forefront of the great rulers not only of Mewar, but also of be whole of India. 


The material for this Chitra Katha has been drawn from the famous book on the life of Kumbha by Harbilas 
Sarda. 
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NOT FAR AWAY, TWO OF HIS OFFICERS, THE BROTHERS CHACHA ANP MERA , 
WERE CONSPIRING WITH ANOTHER OFFICEFP7 ,MAHFPA , TO MURPER HIM - 


MAHPA, THE RANA HAS. HE WANTEP TO REMINP 
INZULTEP Us, Z0ME TIME Us THAT OUR GRANPFATHER 
AGO,IN THE PRESENCE OF WAS A CARPENTER: 
DTD, ALL THE CHIEFS, HE me 


, \POINTEP TOA TREE 
, 4 ANP ASKED ME 
Y WHAT IT WAS 
CALLEP. 


/ WE #HALL 
AVENGE THIF 


LOOKING FOR FURTHER SUPPORT, THE THREE MEN 
ASKEP MALES/, THE RANA’S CHIEF GUARP,TOYOIN) 
THEM . BUT THE LOYAL GUARP INFORMEP THE 
RANA OF THE CONSPIRACY. y 


«- ANP NOW CHACHA 
ANP MERA HAVE WON THE 


MUsT BE ON OUR 
GUARP.- 


= 
THE RANA PIP NOT TAKE THE CHACHA ANP MERA 2 
WARNING SERIOUSLY. WE CAN TAKE CARE OF 
THEM WITH EAE ! BUT 
1 PON’T THINK THEY 
WILL PARE TO RIZE 
AGAINST ME. 


HE WAS WRONG. THE VERY NEXT PAY, THE 
CONSPIRATORS PECIPEP TO STRIKE. AF THEY 
FOPE TOWARPS THE RANA’S TENT 1T WAS 
PRINCE KUMBHA WHO ALERTEP THE FANA- 


FATHER ! CHA a, Zapy) < QUICK | 
ANP MERA ARE oS BRING MY 
COMING WITH % WEAPONS. 
THEIR MEN. 


EVEN AS RANA MOKAL ANP 
THE OTHERS GOT REAPY.. - 


» + «THE CONSPIRATORS 
ENTERED THE TENT. 


TRAITORS! 1S 
THIS HOW YOU 
REPAY YOUR 
BENEFACTOR! >> 


Us IN PUBLIC 
ANP THEN CALL 
YOURSELF OUR 
BENEFACTOR ! CHARGE, | / 
MERA / GET TO WORK, 
MAHPA ! 


THE RANA PREW Als . AIS BLAPE CLASHEP WITH THOFE 
IP. OF THE TRAITORS + 


BUT THE RUTHLES$ CONSPIRATORS SHOWEP HERP NO Mates if WHEN 
SHE FELL, a RANA CRIED cts TO Hls= YOUNG FON — 


‘G a7 
FLEE ! m Waser > 
ye TIME / 


| Bd SAN 
V can’t eave © 
YOU, FATHER? 


! a = 
—-_ 


* KUMBHAS *TEP-MOTHER 


Wf / Le \ 


AS MORE MEN ENTEREP THE TENT — 


KUMBHA, 
yOU MUST 
ESCAPE FOR 
THE ZAKE OF 


VLL OBEY MY 
FATHER , THOUGH 
MUST LEAVE 
HIM TO FIGHT_¥ 


KUMBHA / 1M 
DYING: - - VICTORY, 
TO MEWAR / 


| WILL NOT REST 
UNTIL | HAVE 
AVENGEP YOUR 


MURPER, FATHER! ]— 


MEANWHILE, KUMBHA HAP FLED 
TO A PATEL'’S HOUSE NEAR BY. 
a) 


VN, 


THE RANA I+ PEAV. BUT 
Hie SON STILL LIVES- 


SEP 


jel in 
THE RANA HAS BEEN (72 
MURPERED, | NEEP A 


HORSE TO TAKE ME 
ITO CHITTOR « 


THE PATEL QUICKLY TOOK 
HIM TO HIé STABLES. 


THESE TWO 
HORSES ARE THE 
FASTEST IN MEWAR. 


BO N/ 1 WILL TAKE ONE. 
4) BUT FIRST | MUST 
MAKE 4URE THAT 
NO ONE TAKES 
THE OTHER HORSE 
Sy To COME AFTER 


s/o \ 
Ai 
(4 


* VILLAGE CHIEF 


TRAIL OF KUMBHA . 


HE COULPN’T 
HAVE GONE 


MEANWHILE THE CONSPIRATORS WERE HOT ON THE 
j era 


LOOK ! 
KUMBHA 
IF RIPING 


WE’? BETTER. 

GIVE UP. AT THAT 
SPEEP WE WILL 
NEVER CATCH UP 
WITH HIM. 


| RECOGNISE THAT 
HORSE. IT’S THE 

PATEL’s. BUT HE HAS 
ANOTHER HORSE 
THAT I@ A& FAST. 


LETS GO 


THEY BURST INTO THE PATEL’S STABLE. |L 


WE HAVE BEEN 
FORESTALLEDY 
KUMBHA HAS 
KILLEP THE 


COME ,LET NOT WASTE BUT KUMBHA HAP ALREAPY 
ANY TIME . WE MUST CAP- REACHEP CHITTOR 
oe TURE KUMBHA BEFORE [ 
= re) —— = 


Ge HE REACHES CHITTOR. 
7 


WE ARE TOO 
LATE ! KUMBHA 
HAS ESCAPEP. 


NEVER 
MINP. WE’LL 
GET HIM ZOME 
OTHER TIME. 


4-TER THE CORONATION, KUMBHA CONFERRED 
WITH HI& GRANEMOTHER , HANSA BA/ .« 

MAHPA , CHACHA 

ANP MERA fe 

ARE STILL AT 
LARGE. | MUST 
PURSUE THEM. 


ys 


ay / 


7 VON’T LEAVE 
| / CHITTOR TILL 
‘| YOU HAVE CON- 
| SOLIPATEP YOUR 
POSITION. #+ENP 

WORP TO MY 
BROTHER WHO 
WILL CERTAINLY 
HELP You. 


7 NO, KUMBHA / | 


AUMBHA SENT AN ENVOY TO 
RAO RAN MAL ,THE RATHOP KING 
RANA MOKAL 
HAS BEEN 
MURPEREP! | 
Bow MY HEA? 

\ IN#HAME FOR 

\ NOT PREVENTING 


HE TOOK OFF HIF TURBAN ANP 


THREW IT TO THE GROUNP. 


| VOW NOT TO 
WEAR A PUGRI 
TILL THIF FOU! 
DEED Is 


AVENGEP. 


| THEREAFTER , HE BEGAN 
WEARING A PHENTA—A 
_FIMPLE HEADP-PREss. 


RAO RAN MAL THEN WENT TO CHITTOR. 


THE TREACHEROUS 
ASSAULT ON RANA 
MOKAL BURNS MY 
HEART... 


7++ANPA 
VOLCANO ERUPT? 
IN EVERY FIBRE 
OF MY BEING-~ 


| FRAO RAN MAL #ET OUT TOWARPS THE 
PAI KOTRA HILLS. WHERE THE TRAITORS 
WERE HIDING. 


=a ° 


WHEN HE REACHED THE FOOT OF THE HILLs, 
HE AFKECP THE BHILS, THE TRIBALS= OF THE 
AREA, FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE TRAITORS. 


DAYS. A LIONES= HAS 

JUST GIVEN BIRTH TOA W=—* 

CUB ANP THE PATH 
Ie BLOCKED. 


| CAN’T WAIT. 
IMUFT FTART 
CLIMBING THE 


YOUR MAJESTY, IT 1F 
TRUE THEY ARE HIDING } 

IN THE FORT. BUT 
WAIT FOR A FEW 


“\, 


VANS 


(to 


HILL AT 


RAO RAN MAL BEGAN THi ae THE ED REACHEP-A TTL OF ROGK- 


[= 
HAZARPOUS CLIMB WITH 
SIXTY TRUSTELP MEN + ap 


... ANP BEFORE THE z 
LIONES¥ COULP ATTACH... ; NIOHER Vena ear 


THE PARTY Z00N REACHED THE 
SUMMIT. RAO RAN MAL FOLPIERS 
SCRAMBLEP OVER THE PARAPET. 


YaST THEN , THE PRUMMER ACCOM-| 
PANYING RAO RAN MALS ARMY 


-.-Hl= PRUM FELL « «+ WITH A RE- 
POWN «+» SOUNPING CRAFH. 


INSIDE THE FORT; 
CHACHA’S PAUGHTER 
WOKE UP WITH A 


FATHER ! PIP You 

HEAR THAT 2 PER- 

HAPS KUMBHA*S 
MEN ARE 


THUNPER / GO TO SLEEP, 

CHILP. KUMBHA’> MEN 

WON’T PARE TO CLIMB 
THis #TEEP HILL. 


BUT FUPLENLY — 


Yes! 1AM 
HERE TO AVENGE 


RAO RAN : | 
i j THE MURPER OF ff 
MAL ! YOU § ¥ tn RANA MOKAL . 


THANK GOP } THEY 
PON’T 4UsPECTA 


app, We > 


ors ee = 
MAHPA ESCAPEP IN THE 
GUIFE OF A WOMAN. 


FAO RAN MAL RETURNEP TO 
AUMBHA’'S PALACE AT CHITTOR. 


WE’VE TAKEN 
CARE OF CHACHA 
ANP MERA . BUT 
MAHPA CANNOT 
BE FOUNP. 


A FEW YEARS Lae A MESSENGER 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
MAHPA HAS BEEN 


PLL Ask SULTAN 
MAHMUP KHILJI TO 
RETURN THE CRIMINAL, 


L AFTER MEETING THE #ULTAN - 


SOME TIME LATER, KUMBHAS ENVOY RETURNEP ||| 


YOUR MAJESTY, THE 
SULTAN SAYS THAT 

MAHPA |% NOW UNPER| 
Hi@ PROTECTION AND| 
REFUSES TO +ENP 
HIM BACK. 


IF THE #ULTAN WILL. 
NOT #EN? MAHPA 
TO CHITTOR WE 
WILL GO TO MANPU 
TO BRING HIM, 
WON’T WE, 


50 RANA KUMBHA ANP FRAN MAL 
LEFT CHITTOR WITH THEIR FORCES. 


THEY WERE INTERCEPTED NEAR SARANGPUR* : iy 
BY THE SULTAN’S ARMY. Mie 
T =p Ns 


Ay 


HE RAJPUTS PUT UPA VERY STRONG 


IGHT ANP THE &ULTAN WAS FORCED 
O RETREAT TO THE FORTRESS OF MANPU. 
T 4 


eae 
RASPUTS PURSUE? THe Oe MANDL . 
>» S/EGE TO THE FORTRESF_OF- MANEC - 
| WONDER 
HOW LONG 
THEY CAN 


HOLP OUT- 


1 THINK 
WE #HOUL? 

ATTACK 

WITHOUT 


EANWHILE, #ULTAN M MUP 
WLS) BENT "FOR MAHFA + 


ANP SEEK THE 
RANAS PARPON, 


IMPARTS OF THE 
7 | ONLY HOPE 
) | WILL NOT BE 
SPOTTER BY 
THE RAJPUT#- 


ANP LEAPT OUT THE HORSE WAS KILLEP AS /T 
HORSEBACE - FELL TO THE GROUNP... 


— a => q om M . : & 
THE NEXT DAY THE RAJPUT? FTORMEP THE FORT. 
Se 


THE GATES OF THE FORT COULI NOT WITH- VICTORY TO 
STANP THE MOUNTING PRESSURE OF THE RANA KUMBHA/ 
RAJSPUTS + 


MAHME?? KHILd| WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE. 


YOU _HAVEN’T 
FOUNP HIM 2 40! 
HAVE THE LAST 
LAUGH IT APPEARS. 
YOU HAVE ME , BUT 
NOT MAHPA! 


SULTAN, 
WHERE |e 
MAHPA 2 


WE WILL 
GET HIM YET, 
IF HE |l@ STILL 
ALIVE / 


WE WILL BUILD A 


Ws \ OUR VICTORY OVER 
VN N MAHMUP KHILJI. 


PILLAR TO COMMEMORATE 


SCULPTORS ANP S$K/LLEP 
ARTISANS CAME FROM FAR 
ANP NEAF TO WOR ON THE 
PILLAR OF VICTORY. 


IT’S OUR 
PRIVILEGE TO 
WORK FOR RANA 


HAS 
RESTOREP THE 
GLORY OF THE 
RAJPUTS. 


: Ai ~ 
YEARS LATER, MAHPA SOUGHT ANP OBTAINEP KUMBHAS PARPON. 


1wWiLt 
AVENGE THI 
HUMILIATION - 


AIX MONTHS LATER — | 
4 | : 


2ULTAN/ | NOW Ni — 


RELEASE YOU . 
ANP ALZO RETURN 
MANPU TO YOU. GO, 
ANP FROM NOW ON 
PO NOT GIVE ASs7¥LUM 
TO MURPERERSs / 


THE RANAS PREOCCUPATION PURING THE SIEGE OF MANPC |\_ 
HAP MAPE A FEW OF His VASSALS BOLL. 


YOUR MAJESTY, THE 
CHIEFS OF ABU ANP BUNFI 
HAVE REBELLEP. 
S 


FIRMLY WITH 
THESE MEN. 


RAN MAL WAS BY NOW PEAP.| J) a 
BUT BUMBHA WAS ABLE TO / VICTORY 
QUELL HIS REBELLIOUS { = TO KUMBHA / 


VASsALSs WITH EASE - 


IN 144-4 , KUMMBHA WAS AT HARAVAT/ 
PUNISHING SOME REBELS, WHEN HE 
RECEIVEP A MESSAGE FROM CH/TTOFP. 


SULTAN KHILJVS 
ARMY |l@ RANSACK- 
ING THE OUTSKIRTS 

MEWA! 


KUMBHA’S ARMY CAME UPON THE 
SULTAN*S FORCES NEAR MANPALGARH: 


#ULTAN MAHMUP KHILJ| WAS ONCE 
AGAIN PEFEATEP BY THE RANA 
ANP HAP TOFLEE. 


MEANWHILE , WORK ON THE RANA’S VIC- 
TORY PILLAR CONTINUED. /T WAS COM- 
PLETEP IN /448. 


ONE PAY, KUMBHA WAS RELAXING /N H/= 
PALACE AT KUMBHALGARH * AFTER PEFEAT- 
ING THE SULTAN OF MANU FOR THE THIRE 


THE SULTAN 
OF NAGAUR 
#EEKS AN 

Lges\ AUPIENCE 

# Sy) WITH YOU. 


SHAMSKHAN, THE SCLTAN 
OF NAGAUP , ENTEREP. 


MY UNGRATEFUL 
BROTHER, MUJAHIP 


«+ + BUT ON ONE CONPI- 
TION. YOU MUST ACKNOW- 
LEPGE MY #UPREMACY 
BY DEMOLISHING A 
PART OF THE 


SULTAN, 
PLL RE - j 
STORE YOUR 


BATTLEMENT? OF 
KINGPOM THE FORT OF 
TO you... NAGAUR . 


ie, 
To roso. }* 


TERN RANGE OF THE ARAVAL/ HILLS. 


ih we eae ql 


f =e 
* THE FORT BUILT BY KUMBHA ON A HIGH 


PEAK OF THE WES; 


KUMBHA APYANCEP UPON NAGAGR ANE 
STORMEP THE FORT~- 


7... KUMBHA ENTERED THE FORT IN } 
TRIUMPH WITH SHAMSHHAN BY His APE. | Wild 


Sew 


YOUR HELP | 
WOULP NOT " 


G “ 
6] | AM VERY GRATE- 
& FUL TO YOU, MAHA- 
fs 
a 


fg || 
/ f RANA. BUT FOR 
( é 


LATER SOME OF SHAMSHHAN = 
COUNCILLORS CALLEP ON HIM. 


Y YOU SHOULP 
NOT PEMOLISH 

THE BATTLEMENT+. 
IT WOULP BE 
INSULTING TO 


SHAMSHHAN CALLEP 
ON KUMBHA. 


RANA, | HAVE NOT FOR- 
SOTTEN MY PROMIZE TO 
PEMOLIFH A PART OF 
THE BATTLEMENTS OF 
THE FORT. | REQUEST 
YOU TO GIVE ME A 
LITTLE MORE 


ALL RIGHT. 
YOU MAY HAVE 
OME MORE 


ANP KUMBHA RETUANEP TO KUMBHAL- 
SARH. A FEW PAYS LATER — 


RANA, #HAMSKHAN HAS NO 
INTENTION OF CARRYING OUT 
Hie PROMISE. INFTEAP OF 
PEMOLIFHING THE BATTLE- 
MENTS,HE I= BUSY 


STRENGTHENING THEM. 
ra, & 


} HE HAs 
BETRAYED 
ME / 1 CAN’T 
ALLOW HIM 
TO GET AWAY 
WITH ITS 


[ KUMBHA MARCHE TO NAGAUR AGAIN 
ANP TOOK THE FORT AFTER PRIVING 


P PeMOLisH THE 
FORTIFICATIONS/ 


| SHAMEKHAN FLED TO AHMEFABAP ANP SOUGHT THE 
HELP OF QUTB-UP-PIN , SULTAN OF GUJARAT. 
r a ae 


I (\N NEB WE MUST MAKE 
ge. / THOROUGH PREPARA- 
TIONS. KUMBHA Ie NO 
ORPINARY MILITARY 


THE #CiLTAN OF GUJA- 
RAT ENT HIF SOLPIERS 
TO NAGAUR , BUT THEY | 
WERE EASILY PEFEAT- 
EP BY KUMBHA. 


THE ENRAGED QUTB-UP-PIN SENT 
FOR HI= COMMANPER-IN-CHIEF, IMA? 
GL-MULK. 5 


| HAVE PECIPED 

TO TAKE KUMBHAL- 
GARH , BUT IT WON’T 
BE POSIBLE IF 
KUMBHA 1@ THERE 
TO PEFENP IT. WE 


ee 


YOUR MAJESTY, | HAVE 
HEARP THAT KUMBHA |& 
CAMPING AT FORT ABU. 
| WILL LAY +1EGE 
TO ABU. 


YES.VO THAT 
ANP? KEEP HIM Busy foe 
WHILE | INVAPE « 

KUMBHALGARH . 


| 
i) 


WHEN THE SULTAN REACHED THE FOOT 
OF THE HILL ON WHICH THE FORTRESS 
OF KUMBHALGARH *TOOP — 


YOUR MAJESTY, AN ARMY 
1% APVANCING FROM THE 
DIRECTION OF ABU. 


WHAT £ I¢ IT 
POS¢IBLE THAT; 


BUT SOON THE SULTANS 
FEARS WERE PIS PELLEC. /T 
WAS IMAP-UL-MCLK = ARMY 
THAT WAS APPROACHING - 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
OUR ARMY WAS 
BATTEREP BY 
KUMBHA . WE HA 
TO RUN FOR OUR 


BUT A Faas THE SULTAN BEGAN 
TO CL. THE HILL Witt His 


al 


IT WAS INPEED KUMBHA . HE HAP REACHED 
KUMBHALGARH BY ANOTHER ROUTE ANP HAP 
COME OUT TO COUNTER THE SULTAN’S ATTACK. 


KUMBHA PEFEATEP THE 
SULTAN OF GUJARAT WHO 
WAS FORCEP 70 RETRACE 
MS STEPF. ON HIS WAY BACK — 
ULTAN, | AM TEN KHAN, W 
THE PRIME MINISTER OF 
SULTAN KHILJI. IF THE 

FORCES OF MANPU ANP 
GUJARAT JOIN HANPS, 


KUMBHA CAN BE EASILY 
DEFEATED. 


PREPARED 
TOENTER 
INTO AN 
ALLIANCE 
WITH THE: 
> SULTAN OF 
MANPU, 


RANA, THE GUJARAT FORCES 
ARE APVANCING TOWARPS 
KUMBHALGARH. AN? MAHMUP? 
KHILJI I= PREPARING TO 
MARCH TOWARPS CHITTOR, 
THEY HAVE FORGEP AN 
ALLIANCE AGAINST 


PREPARE TO 
MEET THE GUJA- 

Z RAT FORCES 
FIRST. THE #dL- 


RANA SUMBHA’S FORCES MET THE ARMY OF GUJARAT AT MANZFALGAFH. IN THE 
BATTLE, THE RAJPUTS= SUFFEREP HEAVY LOSSES IN MEN ANP EQUIPMENT. 


MY MEN ARE FALLING. 

WE MUST RETREAT — 

ANP NOW Is THE TIME 
TO PO 40. 


THAT NIGHT RANA KUMBHA SPOKE TO His MEN- 
We SS 


IN PITCH PARKNEFSS,| F 
A anes Dee 701 He MY BRAVE MEN / IF WE \ 
: LOZE THis BATTLE,THE \jh 
ZULTAN OF MANGU WILL [7 


OCCUPY CHITTOR [j} 
WHICH If SACREP 


/ THEN TOMORROW MORNING WE 
g@ WILL RESUME THE ATTACK WITH | WILL ATTACK /| 
f RENEWEP *TRENGTH.THE ENEMY] JAI MEWAR? 
WILL BE TAKEN UNAWARE, THEYA JAI EKA- 
: \ THINK WE HAVE LOST HEART. 23 LINGJI/ 


eg nS WAS FO FEROCIOUS... 


= 


.. . THAT THE GUJARAT FORCES Tif D LONG LIVE 
WERE DEFEATED. : 


RANA KUMBHA / 


MEANWHILE, » THE SULTAN OF MANU HAP LAID 
EGE TO THE FORT OF CHi 7TTOR . 


ZINCE THE BEST PART OF 
KUMBHA’S ARMY MUST BE 
WITH HIM, IT Is UNLIKELY 
THAT THE FEW MEN LEFT IN 
THE FORT CAN HOLP OUT 

FOF LONG. 


BUT HE WAs IN FOR A SURPRISE. 


| HAVE TRIEP TIME 
ANP AGAIN TO DEFEAT 
THE RANA. HE lo 
INVINCIBLE . | HAVE TO 
ACCEPT THI BITTER 


MY MEN ? 


THEN THE $ULTAN OF MANPU 
CALLED OUT TO His MEN. 
y 
‘ 
RETREATS 5 k 


RANA KUMBHA WATCHED CONTENTEPLY AS THE SULTANS 
ARMY RETREATED. N 


HE WON’T TROUBLE 
Us AGAIN. BUT EVEN IF 

HE POEs, WHAT POEs IT 
MATTER ? A# LONG AS 

OUR PEOPLE ARE VIGILANT, 
THERE CAN BE NO THREAT 
TO OUR INPEPENPENCE. 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Rana Pratap 


With Akbar coming to the throne of the Mughal Empire in early 1556, the Mughals had become a part of India. 
As a conqueror, Akbar triumphed all over North India, and subsequently added Gujarat, Bengal, Orissa, Kashmir 
and Sindh to his empire. He was victorious in Central and South India too. In his efforts to consolidate his empire, 
Akbar appointed Rajput nobles to the highest posts in his empire. Thus he succeeded in winning the goodwill of 
the Hindus. The Rajputs flocked to serve him and do him honour. 


During this period when almost everyone in Northern India had bowed down before Akbar, only the lone, unbending 
figure of Rana Pratap stood against him. He refused to accept Akbar’s supremacy. Had he agreed to surrender, Rana 
Pratap could have led an easy and comfortable life in the court of Akbar. But for this brave Rajput warrior king, his 
freedom was his honour, which he cherished even more than his own life. Greatly outnumbered by Akbar's huge 
forces, Rana lived a hunted life in the jungles and suffered grave hardships. But these sufferings only spurred him 
on in his struggle for freedom. 


This Amar Chitra Katha presents the tale of Rana Pratap’s heroic struggle against the might of the Mughal 
emperor. 
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Rana Pratap 


Vrow 


Wes 


RAJASTHAN IM WESTERN INDIA. WAS THE HOME OF THE VALIANT 
RAJPUTS. 


THROUGHOUT HISTORY, THEY HAD REDEATEDLY FOUGHT FOR THE 
HONOUR THE COUNTRY. 


BUT THE RAJPUTS OF CHITTOR SURPASSED ALL, IN 
DEEDS OF BRAVERY AND PERSONAL SACRIFICE. 


IN THE EIGHTH CENTURY A.2. THEY REPULSEO 
AN INVASION OF THEIR LANG. 


AND THEIR WOMEN WERE VO LESS HEROIC. CHITTORS QUEEN 


KARMA DEV! HAD DEFEATED THE POWERFUL HORDES OF QUTAB-UD-DIN. 


ae) || 
i) ~ | 


IN_THE 14TH CENTURY, QUEEN PADMIM! AND HUNDREDS OF RAJPUT 
WOMEN OF CHITTOR PERFORMED SAT!, AN ACT OF SELF-IMMOLATION 


IN| 
va 


<A7Y in 
) al 


TO SAVE THEIR HONOUR 
3 INVADER, ALA-UD-DIN KHI: 


FROM THE 
LJ. 


al 


~ 


THE MUGHALS WERE THE FIRST INVADERS 
WHO SUCCEEDED /N OCCUPYING CHITTOR. 


oH Si) i 7!) 


ALMOST ALL MAJOR RAJPUT KINGS HAD SURRENDERED TO THE ENEMY . 
BUT RANA PRATAP, THE KING OF CHITTOR, REFUSED TO. 


| SWEAR THAT | WILL 
SACRIFICE MY VERY 
LIFE FOR CHITTOR. 


WE ALSO PLEDGE 
THAT TILL WE ATTAIN 
FREEDOM, WE WILL NOT 
SLEEP ON A BED BUT 
ON THE GROUND. AND 
WE_WILL NOT WEAR 
FANCY CLOTHES. 


~ WF may GODDESS 


Sa (W KALI BLESS YOU] DEFENDING 
A R ONE’ 


IS A SERIOUS 
MATTER. 


WE WILL FIGHT WELL SAID. 
FOR FREEDOM BUT OUR TASK 
WITH THE LAST / IS A DIFFICULT 
DROP _OF OUR 4 ONE. MANY. OF 
BLOOD. OUR_OWN PEOPLE 
ARE HELPING 


THE 
INVADERS. 


WE MUST INCREASE OUR 
STRENGTH. LET’S CAPTURE 
AN IMPORTANT FORT 


50,A HANDFUL OF RANA PRATAPS WARRIORS ATTACKED A FORT, UMDER 


Fal MUGHAL OCCUPATION, NEAR CHITTOR. 
HAR HAR MAHAD 


FINALLY THE MUGHAL FORCES 
WERE DEFEATED. 


Sy, 
WELL DONE, MY_ MEN! 
THE, FORT 1S OURS. 
Ny aes 
i = 


JI 


YO pep, socccen wy 
inteclslacd “f 


THIS VICTORY BROUGHT MANY RAJPUTS, FROM CHITTOR TO THE | 
FORT TO JOIN PRATAP’S FORCES. | 


TELL THE PEOPLE OF CHITTOR 
THAT THOUGH THEY ARE RULED 


By THE INVADERS... 


.. | AM THEIR TRUE KING. 


TILL THE LAND TILL WE 
ATTAIN FREEDOM. 


+ anol 


= big in he 


\\ 


MEANWHILE , IN THE COURT OF AKBAR — | HAVE YOU OF COURSE, 
HEARD THE LATEST JOKE?]/ HE IS A KING 
——_~ PRATAP STILL CALLS BUT WITHOUT A 
MSM HIMSELF THE KING OF KINGDOM. 
Sw_CHITTOR. 


SILENCE ! 
YOU_ FORGET 


i axe 


MEAUWHILE IN) RANA PRATAPS FORT - | 


RANAuUI! THIS 
MAN WAS 

TILLING HIS 
LAND. 


DISOBEY_ MY 
ORDERS ? 


WHY DID YOU 


BUT | HAD 
TAKEN THE 
PERMISSION 
OF THE 


MUGHAL 
GOVERNOR. 


GIVEN YOU THE 


| AM THE KING 
OF CHITTOR 
AND | HAVE NOT 


HELP HIM. 
PERMISSION... 


+.» YOUR CROP WILL 
ENEMY AND THUS 


FINALLY FEED ar 


FOR ACTING AGAINST 
THE INTEREST OF OUR 
MOTHER-LAND, 

YOU SHALL DIE | 


THE FOLLOWING DAY,-THE FARMER UAS HANGED.| 


THE NEWS OF THE FARMER'S 
DEATH REACHED AKBAR. 


THIS 1S OUTRAGEOUS. 

PERHAPS HE CAN 

STILL BE WON 
OVER. 


AKBAR CONSULTED HIS. RAJPUT 
COMMANDER, MAN SINGH. 


YOU ARE RIGHT, SIR. HIS 
FRIENDSHIP CAN BE AN ASSET 
TO THE MUGHAL EMPIRE. 


AND SO MAN SINGH WENT TO MEET RANA PRATAP. 
HE WAS RECEIVED BY PRATAP MINISTER. 


Nee SIR, 
MAN Sar 


: a 


HE MAY BE A KING IT 1S TREASON 
FOR YOU, BUT TO US TO RISE 
HE IS AN_ INVADER, AGAINST THE 
AN ENEMY. KING. 


DUTY TO FIGHT 
FOR OUR 
FREEDOM. 


BUT WHY DON’T 
YOU REALISE 

THAT YOU CAN?T 
DEFEAT OUR 

HUGE FORCES. 


RANA PRATAP ENTERED WITH 
HIS SOM, AMAR SINGH. 
THAT 1S ENOUGH_ FOR 
NOW, MINISTER WE_WILL 
DISCUSS THE MATTER 
LATER. RAJA MAN SINGH 
MUST BE HUNGRY. LET @ 
US OFFER HIM OUR 
SIMPLE FOOD, AMAR, 


\, 


WONT YOU NO, YOU ARE OUR 

JOIN ME 9 GUEST. SO, YOU 
MUST_ EAT 

BEFORE US. 


THE HOST 
MUST ALSO 
EAT WITH 
THE GUEST. 


| AM SORRY, 
BUT | CAN’T EAT 
WITH YOU. 


BECAUSE ‘YOU_HAVE 
SOLD YOUR HONOUR 
TO THE ENEMY. , 


“} VERY WELL. 

THEN WE WILL 
MEET ON THE 
BATTLE-FIELD. 


THUS THE ANGRY MAN SINGH RUSHED i 5 
OUT OF PRATAP?S FORT. HT 


AND BRING . YOUR 


ISTER WAS 
MARRIED 
TO AKBAR. 


SOON AFTER MAN SINGH LEFT, RANA PRATAP Ges A cAMP 
OF MUGHAL FORCES AND KILLED MANY OF THEM. 


>, 


W THE COURT OF AKBAR =| ppatap 


HAS LEFT US NO OTHER 
ALTERNATIVE .WE WILL HAVE 
TO CRUSH HIM. 


SOON MAN SINGH AND PRINCE SALIM SET OUT WITH A HUGE ARMY. 


IF WE CAN DRIVE PRATAP 
OUT OF HIS FORT, THEN 
OUR TASK WILL 
BECOME EASY. 


YES,WITH OUR 

LARGE ARMY 
WE_ CAN 
DEFEAT HIM. 


FINALLY AKBARS FORCES REACHED THE FAMOUS BATTLE- CRQUUES 
ee GHAT!, SITUATED IN A MARROW VALLEY. 


NOW BEGINS THE 
TOUGHEST PART 
OF OUR JOB. 


AND WE HAVE 
ONLY _22,000 
SOLDIERS AND 
NO GUNS. 


MEANWHILE IN) PRATAP'S FORT- 


RANAuU!I, OUR SCOUTS 
HAVE BROUGHT NEWS 
THAT THE ENEMY HAS 
80,000 MEN WITH 
CANNONS AND 


1 WISH / HAD 
SOME CANNONS 
AND_/VIORE 
SOLDIERS. 


Sina 


i 


g 
ge 

ae cass 
ge | 


MAN SINGH ALSO RECEIVED VITAL INFORMATION. 
COMMANDER MAN SINGH } | 
| 

| 


THAT |S 


PRATAP HAS ONLY 

22,000 SOLDIERS 

WAND THEY HAVE NO. 
_GUNS. 


f AN 


THIS MAN PRATAP BRAVE, 

MUST BE STUPID NOT STUPID | 
TO CHALLENGE THE\HE IS A TRUE 
MUGHAL EMPIRE RAJPUT AND... 
WITHOUT ENOUGH 
SOLDIERS AND 

GOOD WEAPONS, 


.-DON’T BE OVERCONFIDENT, 
PRINCE. HUGE ARMIES AND 
GOOD WEAPONS DO HELP 
INA BATTLE. BUT WHEN 
IT COMES TO FIGHTING, 
THERE 1S NO SUBSTITUTE 

FOR COURAGE. 


LET US STOP THIS 
IDLE CHATTER 
AND ATTACK. 


LIES THROUGH THAT 
) NARROW VALLEY 
AND... 


ARE 
WAITING THERE TO TRAP 
US.WE WILL HAVE TO 
WAIT FOR THEM TO 
ATTACK FIRST. 


NE CAN'T WAIT 
INDEFINITELY. 

-ET US ATTACK 
AT ONCE. 


SIR, | HAVE FOUND 

A LONG BUT EASy 

PATH LEADING TO 
PRATAP?S_ FORT. 


GOOD, TAKE ENOUGH 
SOLDIERS AND 
ATTACK THE FORT 
FROM THE REAR. 


AND A STRONG MUGHAL FORCE MARCHED 
OFF TO SURROUND RANA PRATAP’S FORT. 


FINALLY IMJ THE VALLEY CALLED 
HAL DI-GHATI — 


= \ 

SO SY ORT 
WHEN RANA PRATAP 

HEARD ABOUT THIS NEW 
TROOP MOVEMENT, HE 


WAS WORRIED. 


THE BEST 
STRATEGY 
Ol WOULD HAVE 
oY? BEEN TO_ FIGHT 
FROM THE FORT 
BUT MOW WE 
HAVE TO FACE 
THEM IV 
HALDI-—GHATI. 


EVEN 


THE MUGHAL FORCES BUT JUST WHEN THE MUGHALS 
SUFFERED HEAVY LOSSES. STARTED TO LOSE, MORE OF THEIR 
= 


TROOPS ARRIVED. 


IN THE BITTER FIGHTING BUT THE BATTLE CONTINUED. 


THAT FOLLOWED, 
RANA PRATAP LOST /5,000 MEN. 


MAN SINGH 1S AN ABLE 
COMMANDER. IF_HE IS 
KILLED, HIS FORCES WILL 


LOSE THEIR MORALE. 


— 


MAN SINGH WAS RIDING AN ELEPHANT. 
PRATAP ATTACKED HIM LIKE A 
FIERCE LION. 


9 ll 
W. 


PRATAP THREW HbkS SPEAR AT MAN SINGH, BUT JUST THEN THE 
ang MOVED AND PRATAP MISSED HIS MARK . dial, SINGH WAS 


FINDING THEIR LEADER /N’ 
DANGER, PRATAP’S FRIEND, MANA OUR RANA IS 
AND A FEW SOLDIERS RUSHED WOUNDED. | MUST 

TO HIS RESCUE. li 


THE MUGHAL SOLDIERS WERE FOOLED. THEY ATTACKED MANA, 
MISTAKING HIM FOR PRATAP. WHILE MANA FACED _THE ENEMY, 
PRATAP WAS CARRIED AWAY By HIS FAITHFUL HORSE, CHETAK. 


‘ >) 


SOME RAJPUT SOLDIERS RODE THE WOUNDED PRATAP WAS 
WITH CHETARK TO PROTECT THE TAKEN TO A_ CAVE IN THE 
UNCONSCIOUS RANA. JUNGLES. 


THOUGH PRATAP SURVIVED » HIS FAMILY HAD A HARD TIME. FOR | 


SEVERAL DAYS THEY HAD NOTHING TO EAT BUT WILD BERRIES | 
AND ROOTS. : RS ap 


ONE DAY, WHEN PRATAP’S SON, 
AMAR SINGH, WAS EATING A 
DRY CHAPATI... 


PRATAP?S DAUGHTER, WHO GAVE 
HER CHAPATI TO HER BROTHER, 
FAINTED DUE TO HUNGER. | 


/ CAN’T BEAR 

/T_ ANY MORE, 

1 SHALL WRITE 
TO AKBAR. 


AT LAST RANA 


PRATAP HAS 


e DECIDED TO BOW DOWN 
~—\TO ME. THIS IS AN 
4 OCCASION FOR 


SO THE LAST 
Be one OF 


PRITHVIRAJ ,A RAJPUT POET IN AND POET PRITHVIRAJ SENT 
AKBARSS COURT, WAS A SECRET 
ADMIRER OF PRATAP. HE DID NOT EP TLEE awe enh 
LIKE THE NEWS. 


MISPIRINMG WORDS 1 1 MUST 

WRITE TO HIM THAT _ THE 
A SUM WILL CONTINUE _TO 
RISE /NM THE EAST. 

/ WILL NEVER BOW 
BEFORE AKBAR. 


UNAWARE OF PRITHVIRAIS LETTER, 
ABBAR_ SENT A LARGE BAND OF 
ISOLD/IERS TO ESCORT PRATAP FROM 
THE JUNGLES. 


WHEN RANA PRATAP REFUSED TO GO WITH THEM, THE SOLDIERS 
ATTACKED HIM. 


WE ARE GREATLY 


OUTNUMBERED. 3 


SOON ALL THE RAJPUT SOLDIERS WERE KILLED AND PRATAP WAS 
ABOUT TO BE CAPTURED, WHEN A BAND OF GHIL TRIBALS 
ATTACKED THE MUGHALS. _—_ [—— s 


THE BHILS RESCUED PRATAP AND HIS FAMILY AND_ CARRIED 
THEM TO THE/R VILLAGE . PRATAP WAS SAD OVER THE LOSS OF 


HIS SOLDIERS. ; 
YOU_SHOULDN’T LOSE 
EVERYTHING \\\ HEART; RANAJ!. YOU 
IS FINISHED ARE OUR ONLY HOPE. 
NOW. | CAN°T 
LIBERATE. MY 
MOTHER- 
LAND. 


BUT WITHOUT AN 
ARMY HOW _ CAN 
| FACE THE 
MUGHALS ? 


WILL 
COLLECT My 
TRIBESMEN 
FROM THE 
JUNGLE AND 
THEN YOU 
CAN_ FIGHT 


Y 1 CAN'T REMAIN A @ YOU ARE NOT 
BURDEN ON YOU ®& 4b WY Aewf\ BURDEN, 
\\ HIN. 


ANY MORE. | SHALL 


GO AWAY FROM »& 
HERE. “ 


JUST THEN A MESSENGER 
ARRIVED. 


yi 


NOTHING REMAINS 
PERSONAL WHEN OUR 
ICOUNTRY IS IN TROUBLE 
NOW EVERY- 


PERSONAL 
PROPERTY. 
IS AT YOUR® ' 
DISPOSAL. Ag 


BHAMA SHAH WAS A 
PROMINENT BUSINESSMAN oF CHITTOR. 


\ JAI CHANDI! HAR 
7 ~HAR MAHADEV! 


NOW , WE ARE 
PREPARED TO FIGHT /> 
THE MUGHALS 


i) 7° 
ww 

ie \ 
ay ; 


PRATAP LEO THE BRAVE BHILS TO MANY VICTORIES. 


A i’) 


i) 
ans i Nex” ES 


THE FORT OF PHINSAHRA WAS WOM FROM THE MUGHALS. 


THEN PRATAP SWIFTLY ATTACKED OTHER NEARBY FORTS UNDER 
NV. 


> MUGHAL OCCUPATIO, 
ae : 


FINALLY RANA PRATAP MANAGED TO LIBERATE THE AREAS OF 
DEVAR, UDAIPUR AND KOMALMIR. 


BUT CHITTOR WAS STILL OCCUPIED BY THE MUGHALS . PRATAP HAD 
FOUGHT RECEN TEESE FOR TWENTY YEARS. NOW HE WAS VERY SICK. 


SOON YOU WOULD 
| BE Ake | AGAIN, 


HOW UNLUCKY 
/AM THAT 1 COULD 
MOT LIBERATE MY 
MOTHER-LAND, 
CHITTOR. 


THUS WITH HIS DREAM ONLY PARTIALLY FULFILLED, RANA_ PRATAP 
AY OF HIS LIFE, HE STRICTLY 


RANA PRATAP SET AN EXAMPLE TO LEADERS OF ALL TIMES. THAT 
THEY HAD NO RIGHT TO pp ae ae WHEN THE COUNTRY 


4 


er 


— aN" i 


\ 
\) 
. 


bi; Vu? 
Bey fy vy 


i) 


) 7) ai ) 
ws, 


Toe ng J ate Pee she ies 
; ee) 


"peat ai . 


SO See 


AMAR 
CHITRA )@ 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Rana Sanga 


In the 8th Century A.D., Bappa Rawal drove out the invaders from Rajasthan and united several small kingdoms 
into one. Rana Sanga was his worthy successor. Early in the 16th century, when a vast area of India was under 
the domination of foreign rulers, he made a valiant attempt to defeat them. 


This indefatigable fighter sustained eight battle-scars on his body and had lost one arm and one eye. He fought a 
decisive battle against Babar in 1527 at Khanwa and might have won it, but for the betrayal by his trusted commander 
Shiladitya Sanga. Defeated in battle, he was obliged to retreat, but he made a solemn vow never to re-enter Mewar 
until he had avenged his humiliation. Had his life been spared, he would have redeemed the pledge, but he did not 
live to fulfil it. His tenacity of purpose, however, inspired many of his successors including Rana Pratap. 


In the following pages is narrated the story of the valour of this iron man of India that is based on Tod's Annals 
and Antiquities of Rajasthan. 


Script: Rajendra Sanjay Illustrations: Ram Waeerkar Cover :C.M.Vitankar 


RANA RAIMAL ,WHO 
RULED MEWAR IN THE 
EARLY HALF OF THE 
SIXTEENTH CENTURY, 
WAS A VALIANT KING 
WHO UPHELD THE 
GLORIOUS TRADITIONS 
Z| OF HIS LAND. M/S THREE 
SONS, SANGA, PRITH- 


VIRAUY AND JAIMAL, 
HOWEVER. , WERE FOR. 
EVER INVOLVED IN 
PETTY QUARRELS 

y | WITH ONE ANOTHER. 


ge THE DISUNITY 
OF OUR SONS WILL Ii 
BE THE RUIN OF #3 
OUR KINGDOM. 


BUT WHY 
DO THEY 


QUARREL 50? 
seas . Ps a 


SSS 


EACH OF THEM BuT SANGA ,THE 
WANTS TO BE ELDEST, HAS 
MY SUCCESSOR. THE RIGHT TO 

THE THRONE. 


THAT’S TRUE . THE 
PRINCES MIGHT HAVE. 
ACCEPTED IT BUT FOR 
YOUR. BROTHER, SURAd- 
MAL.HE SETS THEM 
AGAINST ONE. 
ANOTHER, 


UNDERSTAND 
WHY HE 
DOES IT. 


WHILE RAIMAL WORRIED, THE PRINCES CONTIN- 
UED TO QUARREL AND DRAW THEIR. SWORDS 
AT THE SLIGHTEST PRETEXT. 


| AM A BORN a 
LEADER — res 
BORN TO BE ] Z 


THE RULER. 


OF MEWAR. A 


UNFOR- 
TUNATELY | AM 
\\ THE RIGHTFUL 

HEIR,PRITHVIRAd, 


RIGHTFUL 
PERHAPS—BUT 
YOU ARE NOT 
FIT TO RULE, 
SANGA. 


BEFORE SANGA COULD SAY 
ANYTHING, SURAUMAL CUT IN— 


YOU FORGET 
ONE THING, 
PRITHVIRAJ— YOU 
HAVE NOT TAKEN 
INTO ACCOUNT THE 
WISHES OF THE 
PEOPLE. 


WHAT CHANCE DO 
THE WISHES OF THE 
PEOPLE HAVE 
AGAINST MY MIGHT? 


Was ABOUT TO Ri 
Yj 


=) 2 
I 


LET THE ORACLE, CHARANI 
DEVI, GUIDE US.HER 
PREDICTIONS NEVER 
GO WRONG. 


ier, > ae 


: Uv, ‘ — 


Bs 
} 


— 


) 
A 
S 


...AND SOON ARRIVED AT THE 
Ty TEMPLE OF CHARAN/ DEVI. 


WE HAVE COME 
TO CONSULT 
CHARANI DEVI. 


OF US 1S DESTINED 
TO RULE MEWAR. 


THE QUESTION TO 
THE DEVI.SHE WILL 
GIVE YOU THE 
ANSWER THROUGH 
HER ATTENDANT. 
> 75 


SANGA, IF THE. 
PREDICTION IS 
NOT IN YOUR 
FAVOUR, WHAT, 
WILL YOU DO? 


THE CALM AND PEACE OF THE 
TEMPLE HAD A STRANGE EFFECT 
ON SANGA.HE NO LONGER WANTED 
TO FIGHT WITH HIS BROTHERS, 


| WILL GO AWAY AND 
ESTABLISH A NEW 
KINGDOM ELSEWHERE, 
IF MEWAR 1S NOT 
DESTINED TO BE 


Va 
V sere THEY COmE— 
WITH THE 
PREDICTION! 


MEANWHILE , THE PRIEST 
RETURNED WITH THE 

ATTENDANT WHO WAS THE 
MOUTHPIECE OF THE DEVI. 


SO THAT WAS 
THE JACKAL’S 
GAME! 


THE ATTENDANT POINTED TO THE TIGER 
SKIN ON WHICH SANGA WAS SITTING 
AND SURAUMAL WAS RESTING A KNEE. 


=| 
hy THAT MEANS | AM TO RULE 
AN THE KINGDOM... 


BRISTLING WITH RAGE, PRITHVIRAY DREW 
HS SWORD AND CHARGED AT SANGA, 


| WILL KILL 
THE LION FIRST 
IND THEN TACKLE 


BUT SURAJMAL WHO LEAPT FOR- 
WARD TO PARRY THE THRUST... 


HI 


| 


.. RECEIVED THE BLOW. 


| WILL NOT INVOLVE 
MYSELF IN A FIGHT 
WITH MY BROTHER— 
AND CERTAINLY NOT 
IN THIS TEMPLE. 


HE RAN OUT... —»—~ 


STOP SANGA! X 
OR I'LL SHOOT \ 
YOU DOWN. j 

LReY 


PRITHVIRAJ PULLED OUT THE ARROW HIT SANGA 
AN ARROW AND TOOK AIM. IN ONE EYE , BLINDING 
'T FOR LIFE. 


MEANWHILE — | PRITHVIRAU’S 
ATTENTION |S 
DIVERTED. !’D 
BETTER ESCAPE. 


PRITHVIRAU ! 
STOP IT! FOR 


Y | WILL TAKE 
CARE OF YOU 
FIRST,UNCLE ! 


WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY SANGA MANAGED 
TO REMOUNT HIS HORSE .AS HE WAS 
ABOUT TO RIDE AWAY— 

MN JAIMAL ! GO 


aa 
i Wey Uf AZ _| ire Sana! 
Det ZAHA :~OON’T «LET Him 


GET AWAY 
ALIVE! 


WORRY, 
PRITHVIRAY. 
PLL FINISH 
HIM. 


SANGA, STOP! \ 
| SAY STOP, 
——— 


\ 


t 
i 


a 
L 


A FEW SECONDS LATER, 
UNABLE TO RIDE FURTHER, 
S5ANGA CAME TO A HALT 
IN FRONT OF VEEDA 


AT THAT MOMENT, VEEDA, A TRADESMAN 
WHO WAS PREPARING TO GO OUT OF 
MEWAR ,WAS TAKING LEAVE OF HIS 
FAMILY. SUDDENLY— 


THE z 
PRINCES! THEY ¥ 
ARE COMING 
THIS WAY. 


TURNED TO HIS WIFE — 
ee 


BEHIND THE HOUSE .V?LL 


i 
Giypo-PAA Quick! LEAD HIM TO MY 
ee HANDLE JAIMAL. 


WAZ HORSE, WHICH IS TIED 


A FEW SECONDS AFTER VEEDA’S WIFE 
LED SANGA AWAY, JAMAL RODE UP. 


Z (WHERE IS ) ZS 
SANGA @ Fa a 
ie 
Me 
NN 
Z) \ 


PLL GIVE UP aa 


MY LIFE BUT 
PLL NEVER 
TELL YOU. 


VEEDA STOPPED JAIMAL BUT 
AT THE COST OF HIS LIFE. 


ENRAGED, JAIMAL DREW HS 
SWORD AND ATTACKED VEEDA 


THIS SHOULD 
GIVE PRINCE 
SANGA ENOUGH 
TIME TO GET 


“Nj 

| WILL NOT GO BACK. 
RITHVIRAJ 1S DETERMINED 
# TO TAKE THE THRONE.OUR 
fe WAR OVER THE SUCCES- 


SO SANGA RODE AWAY FROM CHITTOR 
TOWARDS THE JUNGLES. ; 


CAN YOU GRAZE OUR 


APPROACHED THEM 
FOR. WORK. -F 4 


A FEW HOURS LATER, 3 

SANGA SAW SOME GOATS AND SHEEP. == 

SHEPHERDS. HE AND COOK FOR Us? Fert 
Z FF. 
zs 


SANGA SOON BECAME SICK AND 
TIRED OF THEIR STEADY ABUSE. 


AS A MENIAL, SANGA, THE 
PRINCE , WAS A FAILURE, 


HE ISA 
GOOD-FOR- |! 


FROM HIS 

WOUNDS 

| WOULD % / g 

SAY HE IS r fe z 

A RUN-AWAY WA BUT NOTHING 
BANDIT. ] CAME HIS WAY. 


HORSEMEN! 

THEY SEEM 

TO BE REBEL 
RAJPUTS. 


THEY HAVEN’T 
RECOGNISED ME. 
SHALL | ASK 

THEM TO GIVE 


wi 


RAJPUT. BI 
NO ARMS 


/ MY NAME 1S SANGRAM 
SINGH.| TOO AM A 


UT | HAVE 
EVEN FOR. 


MY OWN PROTECTION. 3 


WE’LL GIVE YOU 
ARMS. WHY DON’T 
YOu JOIN US? 


MY LUCK 
SEEMS TO 


TAKE YOU TO 
\OUR CHIEF. 


Z| 
Ze 


Z| 


FN 
fi] 


THIS BRAVE 
RAJPUT, 
SANGRAN SINGH, 
WISHES TO WORK 

WITH US. 
p 


SANGA WAS INTRODUCED TO 
THEIR. CHIEF, KARAM CHAND. 


os , # LET’S HOPE 
YOU MAKE A | 


eal 6000 DACOIT. 


REBELS WHO 


DACOITS. 


OH! SO THEY’RE F 


HAVE TURNED 4 


AS SANGA HESITATED, KARAM 
CMAND’S DAUGHTER CAME OUT- 


TAKE SANGRAM IN }: 
AND ATTEND TO h 
HIS NEEDS. | 


THINKING 
ABOUT? 


SANGA AND KARAM CHAND’S 7 3 
DAUGHTER. SOON FELL IN LOVE |; 


WITH EACH OTHER..ONE DAY— f amg 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE 
ALONE 2 


| DO NOT 
LIKE THE 
LIFE 17M 
LEADING. 


MARU, ONE OF THE REBELS, 
OVERHEARD THEIR CONVER- 
SATION AND TOLD KARAM 


THEN WHY DON’T YOU 
MARRY ME AND COME 
AWAY WITH ME? 


50 SANGRAM 
HAS NO TASTE 
) FOR OUR WAY 
OF LIFE.HM.M..! 


7 COME OUT AND SEE 
FOR YOURSELF, SIR. 
IT’S UNBELIEVABLE! 


KARAM CHAND ASKED MARU 
CLOSE WATCH ON SANGA.A Fl 


7 WHAT I5 IT, 
MARU? 


“DON?T 


a 2 SPEAK OF 
THIS \ ry THIS TO 
_{ MEANS THAT ; \ \ ANYONE . 
SANGRAM |S NOT EVEN "ES (oe, 
GOING TO Sew ~ = 
BE A KING. 


MY 
DAUGHTER. 
COULD NOT 
HAVE MADE 
A BETTER. 

CHOICE. 


IV youR DAUGHTER 
J DOES NOT LIKE 
PVE. HEARD YOu IT EITHER! 
DON’T LIKE OUR i te Zi 
WAY OF LIFE. Af | el rae 
z BA 
ae 1. Ia 
Zz pane ae a «ZZ 
ie A 


a 


= rs iw! | 
HOW DO 
You KNOW? 


Ol Mv 2 
7 = YOu HAVE. Y Vou Have my You CAN 
Z| BEEN MEETING Me CONSENT BUT AA TRUST ME. 
EACH OTHER! PROMISE ME You |"! 
. WILL NOT MAKE 
HER UNHAPPY, 


| CANNOT 
ACCEPT. | AM 
=| | DESTINED TO 
SANGRAM, Nj | RULE OVER 
| APPOINT YOU 
NAIK OF MY 


a ———— 


RULE OVER MEWAR! { NOT FOR RANA SANGA, 
i THE ELDEST SON OF J 


ISN’T THAT A 


VAIN HOPE? RANA RAIMAL! 


RANA SANG 
in 


Wa 


YES. 1 AM RANA SANGA, U/ WE WILL SEND 
BUT | WANT YOU TO KEEP SOMEONE TO 
MY SECRET AND GIVE ME FIND OUT, 
PROTECTION TILL | KNOW 

WHAT THE SITUATION IS 

LIKE IN CHITTOR. 


THE KINGS MEN = 
ARE LOOKING FOR |p 
YOU EVERYWHERE. AM fois 


THE MESSENGER 
RETURNED WITH 
INTERESTING NEWS. 
SANGA’S BAD DAYS 
WERE OVER. PRITH- 
VIRAJ AND JAIMAL 
WERE NO MORE. 


CHITTOR. 
DON’T WASTE 
ANOTHER 
MOMENT, 


MEANWHILE, AT (two SONS WHO WILL SUCCEED 


HAVE 


CHITTOR — KILLED,AND \S{ ME? WHAT WILL PATIENCE , 
SANGA NOT BECOME OF MY SIR.OUR MEN 
YET TRACED. ARE LOOKING 


KINGDOM. 
~ EVERYWHERE 


AT THAT MOMENT— 


MY SON! 
WHERE IS 


GOD HAS 

GRANTED 
OuR. 

PRAYERS! 


SON, WHERE 
WERE YOU 
ALL THIS 


WHAT 
DOES IT 


<< 
YES.1 AN 


MATTER? HERE, 
HE IS ALIVE 
ND WELL! 


HERE NOW. 


| > 


SOON AFTERWARDS, RAIMAL DIED AND SANGA | 
BECAME KING, WITHIN A FEW YEARS,MEWAR 
REACHED THE SUMMIT OF PROSPERITY. ONE 


DAY AT COURT 


IBRAHIM 


-LODI’S POWER 
IS ALREADY 
ON THE 
DECLINE. 


q 


INL ects 
Tye 


WE CAN VANQUISH 
THE SULTAN 


KJ 


TO WIN 
DELHI |S TO 
RULE THE 
WHOLE 
COUNTRY! 


BUT —THE MAHMOOD KHILJI? 

SULTAN OF 

MALWA 2 WE HAVE 
DEFEATED HIM SO 
MANY TIMES THAT 
HE WILL NOT THINK 
OF FIGHTING US! 


| BUT MAHMOOD KHILJ! HAD OTHER IDEAS. HE INVADED 
CHITTOR.SANGA MOLINTED A FIERCE COUNTER-ATTACK. 


E SULTAN WAS SOON coerce. FE 
De Zap kz 
le m a zs 


WHY DO YOU TREAT 
ME,A PRISONER, 
SO ROYALLY ? ‘a 


BECAUSE 
YOU ARE A 
KING AND A 

GUEST IN MY 

PALACE. 


Vr 


| COULD 
EASILY 
ESCAPE. 


WOULD BE 
COWARDLY. 


KHiLdl HAD TO CEDE FOUR PROVINCES — BHILSA, SARANGPUR., CHANDER! AND 
RANTHAMBOR— BEFORE SANGA RELEASED HIM, MEANWHILE , BABAR. HAD INVADED DELHI, 


7 enenr 1S JUST 

ANOTHER. 
PLUNDERER! 
. 


IF HE 
DEFEATS 
LODI, HE WILL 
COLLECT ALL 
THE WEALTH 
HE CAN AND 
GO BACK! 


AND IF HE STAYS 
ON, IT WON’T 


HIS NEW 


MAKE ANY REGIME 
DIFFERENCE WILL NOT BE 
STRONG ENOUGH 


ey us. 


TO RESIST 
us. 


WHETHER. WE 
FIGHT LODI 
OR BABAR— 
IT 1S ALL THE 
SAME TO US. 


WE MUST 
TAKE OVER 
DELHI AT 
ALL COSTS. 


IN APRIL 1526, BABAR DEFEATED IBRAHIM LOD), 
BECAME THE NEW RULER OF DELHI AND 
IMMEDIATELY MADE PREPARATIONS FOR A- WAR 
ON CHITTOR.SANGA HELD COUNCIL WITH HIS 


MUTE a ALL BRAVE MEN ARE 
AMAZING! BABAR. AMBITIOUS, SHILA- 
HAS COMPLETED DITYA, OUR FORCES 

HIS PREPARA- 


HE SEEMS 


Sa 


eo 


HE SHOULD BE |! LIKE Your \\ WE TRUST YOU TO | WILL NOT 

DRIVEN OUT OF SPIRIT, PERFORM YOUR HESITATE TO LAY 

OUR MOTHER- // SHILADITYA. TASK WITH DOWN MY LIFE 
} PUT YOU IN HONOUR AND IN DOING MY 


SINCERITY. 


| MEANWHILE, AT BABAR?S 
COURT IN DELH/— 


JAHANPANAH,WE WILL RUN 
A GREAT RISK IN FIGHT- 
NG RANA 


P” ouR 
SOLDIERS 


OVERAWED 


VALOUR OF THE 
RAJPUTS 


ARE. 


BY THE 


LET US TEST 
THE METTLE 
OF THIS MAN 
WHO HAS 
ONLY ONE 
EYE AND 
ONE ARM. 


IN MARCH 1527, BABAR. ATTACKED. THE 
FORCES OF RANA SANGA AND BABAR. 
MET IN THE BATTLEFIELD OF KHANWA. 


BABAR’S ADVANCE OF ABOUT 1500 
MEN WAS CUT TO PIECES. 


| REINFORCEMENTS WERE SENT 
| BUT THEY TOO MADE A HURRIED | 
| RETREAT. 


JAHANPANAH, 
OUR SOLDIERS 
HAVE ALREADY 
LOST HEART. 


BABAR ORDERED THE DESTRUCTION 


NEVER TO 
DRINK WINE 


THEN HE MADE A STIRRING SPEECH 
BEFORE HIS SOLDIERS. 


BY THE 
HOLY KORAN, 
VICTORY 
WILL BE 
OURS. 


| HOPE | bo 
NOT HAVE 


ON THE SECOND DAY OF THE 
BATTLE , HOWEVER , BABAR. SENT 
HIS EMISSARY TO RANA SANGA. 


TO SUE FOR. 
Mee = PEACE. 


1 O 
mo? 


f We WILL ACCEPT 


BABAR’S PEACE 
PROPOSAL — 


BUT BABAR 
REVECTED THE 
TERMS. A 
LITTLE LATER— 


JEHANPANAH, Ves 

RANA SANGA’S 

emissary 15 Ad 
HERE. 


WITH DUE 
HONOUR. 


ACCEPT OUR TERMS. 
IT IS NOT POSSIBLE 
TO DEFEAT SANGA’S 
ARMY. 


YOU CAN 
MAKE IT 
POSSIBLE. 


GREED GOT THE BETTER. 
OF SHILADITYA. 


YOU MEAN YOU 
WIN THE WAR. 


AND 
YOU GET BACK ON YOUR 
CHITTOR! WORD, WILL 


AS SOON AS SHILADITYA 
RETURNED TO MIS CAMP— 
Bige7 THE RANA HAS 
BEEN ASKING 
| FOR YOU. , 


/ 
PARDON ME, 


MAHARAY — 
| WAS 
DELAYED. 


MOMENT IS ff 


a 
Yj 


be 


BABAR HAS 
REJECTED 
OUR TERMS. 


TOMORROW WE ATTACK. 
THE BATTLE WILL BE 
FOUGHT IN THAT 
VALLEY. WE WILL 
MOUNT A TWOQ- 
PRONGED 
ATTACK. 


THAT HILL. 
ee 


THERE OUR ARMY WILL Zo 
FIGHT THE. ENEMY FACE 
TO FACE; AND WE WILL 


OUR FRONTAL 
ATTACK MUST BE 
STRONG OTHERWISE 
THE ENEMY WILL 
MARCH STRAIGHT 
TO CHITTOR. 


ATTACK THE REAR- 
GUARD FROM 


FOR THAT VERY | WILL. ASTONISH 
REASON YOU WILL YOU WITH MY 
LEAD THE FRONTAL. PROWESS. 
ATTACK, SHILADITYA, 2 

| WILL LEAD THE Za 

REAR ATTACK. a 


Y | HAVE 
COMPLETE 
FAITH IN 


IN THE DARK NIGHT, 
SANGA LEFT FOR THE 
HILL WITH HIS TROOPS. 


THIS WILL BE 
THE DECISIVE 


THE TWO ARMIES SOON 
FACED EACH OTHER. 


WE HAVE BEEN ¥ 
BETRAYED. 

SHILADITYA, 
| TRUSTED 


LOOK! LOOK! 
INSTEAD OF FIGHTING, ¥ 
THE TWO ARMIES ARE £ 


SUDDENLY — 


i My 


[ since THE MAJOR PART \~ “= (A REAR ATTACK 
| OF HIS ARMY HAD BEEN WOULD NOW BE 
GIVEN TO SHILADITYA, 

IVA _SANGA HAD TO 
ABANDON HIS PLANS. 


| RANA SANGA AND HIS MEN 
WANDERED INTO THE HILLS, 
AWAITING AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO ATTACK THE MUGHALS. 


NOT TO RETURN 

TO MEWAR UNTIL 
VE VANQUISHED 
THE MUGHALS. 


dl 


iw DB 


BUT THE UNCERTAINTY AND ae Ml HE WAS CONFINED TO 
INSECURITY OF LIFE IN EXILE ( ; BED AND WAS UNABLE 
j 70 FULFIL HIS VOW. 


WILL YOU FORGIVE 
YOUR DEFAULTING 
SON, O MOTHER: / 


A FEW MONTHS LATER,HE DIED AT 
VASVA, A VILLAGE IN THE HILLS. 


IF SHILADITYA HAD NOT BETRAYED RANA 
SANGA , /NDIA PERHAPS WOULD HAVE 
BEEN SAVED THE HUMILIATION OF 
FOREIGN DOMINATION, 
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Ranas of Mewar 


Among the galaxy of Rajput sovereigns, Maharana Kumbha occupies an incomparable position. His natural abilities 
and achievements place him in the forefront of the great rulers not only of Mewar, but also of the entire nation. 
The material for the Chitra Katha on Kumbha has been drawn from the book on his life by Haribilas Sarda. 


Kumbha never lost a battle even when confronted with the toughest of adversaries. He built many formidable 
fortresses all over Rajasthan that were of great strategic importance to later rulers of Mewar. The Tower of Victory 
he built in Chittor is one of the landmarks of Rajasthan. 


Early in the 16th century, when a vast area of India was under the domination of foreign rulers, Rana Sanga made 
a valiant attempt to defeat them. He fought a decisive battle against Babar in March 1527 at Khanwa and might 
have won it, but for his trusted commander, Shiladitya who unfortunately betrayed him. Defeated in battle, he 
vowed to never re-enter Mewar until he avenged his humiliation. If his life was spared, he would have redeemed 
the pledge; but he did not live to fulfil it. His tenacity of purpose inspired many of his successors including Rana 
Pratap. 


During Akbar's reign, practically the whole of North India bowed down before him. The lone exception was Rana 
Pratap who defied him. Greatly outnumbered by Akbar’s huge forces, the Rana lived a hunted life in the jungles 
and suffered grave hardships. But these sufferings only spurred him on in his struggle for freedom. 
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